
 

 

Year 5 

End of Year 

Expectations. 

 
This booklet shares information about the end of year 

expectations for Year 5 pupils. 

To support your child please focus on their targets shared at 

Parent Teacher Consultations. 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 and 6 Reading Expectations 
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g I can apply my growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology) 
both to read aloud and to understand the meaning 

of new words that I meet. 

I understand what I read by drawing inferences 
such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts 

and motives from my actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence. 
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I can continue to read and discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

and reference books or textbooks. 

I understand what I read by predicting what 
might happen from details stated and implied. 

I can read books that are structured in different 
ways and for a range of purposes. 

I understand what I read by summarising the 
main ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph, identifying key details that support 
the main ideas. 

I can increase my familiarity with a wide range of 
books, including myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary 

heritage, and books from other cultures and 
traditions. 

I can identify how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 

I can discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader. 

I can recommend books that I have read to my 
peers, giving reasons for my choices. 

I can distinguish between statements of fact and 
opinion. 

I can identify and discuss themes and conventions 
in and across a wide range of writing. 

I can retrieve, record and present information 
from non-fiction. 

I can make comparisons within and across books. I can participate in discussions about books that 
are read to me and those I can read for myself, 

building on my own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 

I am learning a wider range of poetry by heart. 

I can prepare poems and plays to read aloud and 
to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning 
is clear to an audience. 

I can explain and discuss my understanding of 
what I have read, including through formal 

presentations and debates, maintaining a focus 
on the topic and using notes where necessary. 

I understand what I read by checking that the book 
makes sense to me, discussing my understanding 
and exploring the meaning of words in context. 

I can provide reasoned justifications for my 
views. 

I understand what I read by asking questions to 
improve my understanding. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note, these national curriculum 

objectives are for both Years 5 and 6 and 

will be taught throughout both years. 

How can you help your child?  

• Try to listen to your child read regularly.  

• Find a quiet place to share books where 

you can be comfortable.  

• Talk about the book. Ask questions to 

ensure your child understands the text 

they are reading. 

• Encourage your child to read a range of 

texts such as newspapers, comics, poetry, 

non-fiction, etc.  

• Share a book with your child. This may 

involve you reading to them or reading 

and talking together about the book.  

• Make it an enjoyable time the aim is to 

nurture and develop a love of reading for 

all children. 

Recommended reading for 9-11 year olds 

can be found from the Book Trust: 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/childr

en/booklists/243/  

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/children/booklists/243/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/children/booklists/243/


Questions to ask whilst reading. 

Examples of open and closed questions you can ask about a 

text (encourage your child to use information and evidence 

from the text): 

• Which character is your favourite?  

• Which was the best bit of the story?  

• Where is the story set?  

• Who are the characters in the story?  

• What happens in the middle of the story?  

• What is the problem in the story?  

• Can you find some timing words that indicate when events 

took place?  

• What happened after……?  

• Describe what happened when……  

• How did …… make you feel?  

• Why is …… important?  

• What does this tell us about how …… is feeling/thinking?  

• Have you ever had a similar experience?  

• How did you feel?  

• Who do you know is like …..?  

• Could this have happened in …..?  

• What might happen next?  

• Can you think of three words that describe a character’s appearance?  

• Can you retell stories, giving the main points in sequence?  

• Look at the cover and the title of a book. What do you think might 

happen in the story?  

• Do you agree or disagree with the author? Why?  

• If you want to find out about ….. How could you do it?  

• What’s the best place to look for information about …..? 

   

 

 



 

Year 5 and 6 Writing Expectations 

I can use further prefixes and suffixes and 
understand the guidance for adding them. 

I can evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of 
my own and others’ writing. 

I can continue to distinguish between 
homophones and other words which are often 

confused. 

I can evaluate and edit by ensuring consistent and correct 
use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

I can evaluate and edit by proposing changes to 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects 

and clarify meaning. 
I can use knowledge of morphology and 

etymology in spelling and understand that the 
spelling of some words needs to be learnt. I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

I can use dictionaries to check the spelling and 
meaning of words. 

I can evaluate and edit by ensuring correct subject and 
verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register. 

I can use the first three or four letters of a word 
to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a 

dictionary. I can perform my own compositions, using appropriate 
intonation, volume and movement so that meaning is 

clear. I can use a thesaurus. 

I can write legibly, fluently and with increasing 
speed by choosing which shape of a letter to 

use when given choices and deciding whether 
or not to join specific letters. 

I can recognise vocabulary and structures that are 
appropriate for formal speech and writing, including 

subjunctive forms. 

I can use passive verbs to affect the presentation of 
information in a sentence. I can write legibly, fluently and with increasing 

speed by choosing the writing implement that is 
best suited for a task. 

I can use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships 
of time and cause. 

I can plan my writing by identifying the 
audience for a purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar 
writing a models for my own. 

I can use relative clauses beginning with who, which, 
where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. 

omitted) relative pronoun. 

I can plan my writing by noting and developing 
initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 

where necessary. 

I can use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
information concisely. 

I can plan my narrative writing, considering how 
authors have developed characters and settings 

in what I have read, listened to or seen 
performed. 

I can use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of 
possibility. 

I can indicate grammatical and other features by using 
commas to clarify meaning / avoid ambiguity in writing. 

I can draft and write by selecting appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 

such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

I can indicate grammatical and other feature by using 
hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 

I can draft and write narratives, describing 
settings, characters and atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action. 

I can indicate grammatical and other features by using 
brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 

I can indicate grammatical and other features by using 
semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between independent clauses. 

I can draft and write by précising longer 
passages. 

I can indicate grammatical and other features by using a 
colon to introduce a list. 

I can draft and write by using a wide range of 
devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs. 

I can indicate grammatical and other features by 
punctuating bullet points consistently. 

I can draft and write by using further 
organisational and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader (e.g. 

headings, bullet points etc) 

I am learning the grammar for Years 5 and 6. 

 

 

 



Ways to support writing at home: 

There are many different concepts to master when learning to write 

• Handwriting – how to form each letter correctly. 

• Spelling 

• Punctuation.  

• Sentence structure. 

• Composition – what do I want to write? 

To support your child’s writing progress:  

✓ Look for ways to reinforce writing in everyday situations as well as supporting the 
children with their homework. This could include shopping lists, letter writing and 
diaries. 

✓ Engaging children in lots of talk and storytelling improves writing.  
✓ The basis of good writing is good talk. When you visit places, encourage your child to 

talk about what has been seen, heard, smelled, tasted, touched. Encourage children 
to share their experiences in as much detail as possible! 

✓ Always encourage children to punctuate their sentences:  full-stops, capital letters, 
commas, paragraphs, exclamation marks, question marks. 

✓ Encourage your child to use the dictionary to check the spelling of new words. 
✓ Discuss and encourage the usage of Year 5 grammar expectations (terminology 

shown overleaf). 
✓ Practise spelling words from the Year 5 and 6 spelling list (shown overleaf) - can you 

use these in your writing?  
✓ Writing should be enjoyable for both you and your child. Write a little, often and 

make the time special and fun. Please feel free to speak to the class teacher for any 
further advice.  

✓ Finally, praise your child’s efforts at writing – it’s not an easy thing to do! Focus on a 
word they spelt correctly, neat handwriting, a good describing word or good use of 
punctuation. Remember, it is difficult to get everything right when you are learning! 

 
The following are some suggested websites that can help support your child’s 

reading and writing. 

✓ English Games: www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-

grammar  

✓ BBC Bitesize English: www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/ 

✓ English quizzes (specifically linked to grammar knowledge): 

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english  

✓ Oxford Owl Website (online books – free subscription required): 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book/library-page  

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/
http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book/library-page




Year 5 Maths Expectations 
 

I can read, write, order and compare numbers to at 
least 1000000 and determine the value of each digit 

I can solve problems involving multiplication and 
division, including scaling by simple fractions and 

problems involving simple rates. I can count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 
10 for any given number up to 1000000 I can compare and order fractions whose 

denominators are all multiples of the same number 
I can interpret negative numbers in context, count 

forwards and backwards with positive and negative 
whole numbers, including through zero 

I can identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a 
given fraction, represented visually, including tenths 

and hundredths 

I can round any number up to 1000000 to the nearest 
10, 100, 1000, 10000 and 100000 

I can recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions 
and convert from one form to the other and write 

mathematical statements > 1 as a mixed number [for 
example, 2/5 + 4/5 = 6/5 = 1 1/5] 

I can solve number problems and practical problems 
that involve all of the above 

I can add and subtract fractions with the same 
denominator and denominators that are multiples of 

the same number 
I can read Roman numerals to 1000 (M) and recognise 

years written in Roman numerals. 
I can multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by 
whole numbers, supported by materials and diagrams 

I can add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 
digits, including using formal written methods 

(columnar addition and subtraction 

I can read and write decimal numbers as fractions [for 
example, 0.71 = 71/100] 

I can recognise and use thousandths and relate them 
to tenths, hundredths and decimal equivalents 

I can add and subtract numbers mentally with 
increasingly large numbers 

I can round decimals with two decimal places to the 
nearest whole number and to one decimal place 

I can use rounding to check answers to calculations and 
determine, in the context of a problem, levels of 

accuracy 

I can read, write, order and compare numbers with up 
to three decimal places 

I can solve problems involving number up to three 
decimal places 

I can solve addition and subtraction multi-step 
problems in contexts, deciding which operations and 

methods to use and why. 

I can recognise the per cent symbol (%) and 
understand that per cent relates to ‘number of parts 

per hundred’, and write percentages as a fraction with 
denominator 100, and as a decimal 

I can identify multiples and factors, including finding all 
factor pairs of a number, and common factors of two 

numbers 

I can convert between different units of metric 
measure (for example, kilometre and metre; 

centimetre and metre; centimetre and millimetre; 
gram and kilogram; litre and millilitre) 

I can know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, 
prime factors and composite (non-prime) numbers 

I can understand and use approximate equivalences 
between metric units and common imperial units such 

as inches, pounds and pints 

I can establish whether a number up to 100 is prime 
and recall prime numbers up to 19 

I can measure and calculate the perimeter of 
composite rectilinear shapes in centimetres and 

metres 

I can multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-
digit number using a formal written method, including 

long multiplication for two-digit numbers 

I can calculate and compare the area of rectangles 
(including squares), and including using standard 

units, square centimetres (cm2) and square metres 
(m2) and estimate the area of irregular shapes 

I can multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing 
upon known facts 

I can estimate volume [for example, using 1 cm3 
blocks to build cuboids (including cubes)] and capacity 

[for example, using water] 

I can divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit 
number using the formal written method of short 

division and interpret remainders appropriately for the 
context 

I can solve problems involving converting between 
units of time 

I can use all four operations to solve problems 
involving measure [for example, length, mass, volume, 

money] using decimal notation, including scaling. 
 

  



I can multiply and divide whole numbers and those 
involving decimals by 10, 100 and 1000 

I can identify 3D shapes, including cubes and other 
cuboids, from 2D representations 

I can recognise and use square numbers and cube 
numbers, and the notation for squared and cubed. 

I can use the properties of rectangles to deduce related 
facts and find missing lengths and angles 

I can solve problems involving multiplication and 
division including using their knowledge of factors and 

multiples, squares and cubes 

I can distinguish between regular and irregular polygons 
based on reasoning about equal sides and angles 

I can solve problems involving addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division and a combination of 

these, including understanding the meaning of the 
equals sign 

I can know angles are measured in degrees: estimate 
and compare acute, obtuse and reflex angles 

I can identify, describe and represent the position of a 
shape following a reflection or translation, using the 
appropriate language, and know that the shape has 

not changed. 

I can draw given angles, and measure them in degrees 
(°) 

I can identify angles at a point and one whole turn (total 
360°) 

I can solve comparison, sum and difference problems 
using information presented in a line graph 

I can identify angles at a point on a straight line and half 
a turn (total 180°) 

I can complete, read and interpret information in 
tables, including timetables. 

I can identify other multiples of 90° 

 

Ways to support maths at home: 

✓ Continue to play board games and card games – developing 

strategy and simple number skills, e.g. bingo, snakes and ladders, 

twenty-ones, dominoes. 

✓ If your child has pocket money, encourage them to save up for items to buy, discuss 

how much they have, how much they need to save, how much change etc… 

✓ When shopping look at prices – which is best value? Offers? Percentage 

increase/decrease, total cost of shopping, change…. 

✓ Solve puzzles – eg. Sudoku (many newspapers have a puzzle section) 

✓ Ask ‘what if…?’ questions, e.g. what if there wasn’t a number 5? 

✓ Play countdown – who gets closest to the target? How did you calculate it? 

✓ Look at TV/train timetables – how long are certain programmes/journeys? How long 

will you have to wait? 

✓ Ask ‘quick fire’ questions – in the car/walking down the road, e.g. times tables, what 

number comes next in this sequence? Guess my number. 

✓ Encourage your child to have a go… try a different way to solve a problem or puzzle 

(not just in maths) 

✓ Be positive about maths – it is all around us!  

  

The following are some suggested websites that can help support your child’s maths. 

✓ BBC Maths:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/subjects/maths.shtml   

TopMarks Education Resources: http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

✓ CoolMath4kids (US Site): http://www.coolmath4kids.com/  

✓ Mathsframe (games for each mathematical area): 
http://mathsframe.co.uk/  

✓ Transum: https://www.transum.org/  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/subjects/maths.shtml
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
http://mathsframe.co.uk/
https://www.transum.org/

